
CORRELATION BETWEEN 
DRUG USE AND POVERTY

CASE OF AFGHAN REFUGEES 
RESIDING IN THE FIVE MOST 

POPULATED PROVINCES OF IRAN 



Afghan Refugees

• The Afghan situation remains one of the world’s 
largest and most longstanding refugee and 
displacement problems. 

• Following the political upheavals in Afghanistan 
from the late 1970s onwards, Afghans fled to 
neighboring countries seeking protection.

• Iran is among neighboring countries



Afghan Refugees in Iran 

• Afghans who came to Iran in the 1980s were 
recognized as refugees and given refugee cards, 
which entitled them to live and work in Iran, and 
to benefit from schooling and health care. 

• After 1992, as a result of domestic and social 
concerns, the authorities stopped issuing refugee 
cards and the vast majority of Afghans who 
arrived in Iran since 1992 are undocumented



• According to Amayesh IV registration carried 
by Bureau of Aliens and Foreign Immigrant 
Affairs (BAFIA), 1,027,339 Afghan refugees 
reside in Iran. 

• The Islamic Republic of Iran hosts the second 
largest group of long-staying refugees in the 
world. 

• In 1976, Iran ratified the 1951 UN Refugee 
Convention and its 1967 Protocol with 
reservations regarding articles 17 (wage 
earning employment), 23 (public relief), 24 
(labor legislation and social security), and 26 
(freedom of movement).



Background of this research

• Unfortunately it has not been much research 
done on refugees' welfare and their livelihood 
situation in hosting countries which are mainly 
developing countries.

• This research initially tries to explore 
multidimensional poverty and vulnerability of 
Afghan refugees residing in five most refugee 
populated provinces of Iran. 



Sample size and questioner
• This research benefits from first-hand data 

collected through over 2,070  individual 
interviews with the head of the households 
during two and a half months in 2011 by 16 
trained Afghan educated interviewers.

• The survey instrument was a standard 
vulnerability assessment questioner which was 
tailor-made based on results of a pilot research 
conducted in 2010 in two provinces

• One question asking from the head of the 
household about drug use in the household



• Sample of this research was collected from 
five most refugee populated provinces in Iran. 
According to registration exercise, Tehran, 
Khorasan-Razavi, Kerman, Isfahan and Fars.

• The data of the sample was collected from 
167 different areas in five most refugee 
populated provinces which are shown on the 
above map.



Tehran 
• 405 Households
• 2,089 individuals

• Addiction rate: 11.11 
• Income poverty:  35.85 % - line poorest 

province of Iran 
• Education poverty: 49.0 %  poverty line 

primary education
• Housing poverty: 68.8 %  16 m2 per head
• Multidimensional poverty: 89.1%  equal weight 



Khorasan Razavi

• 394 Households
• 2,039 individuals

• Addiction rate 10.86%
• Income poverty:  45.1 %
• Education poverty: 61.6 %
• Housing poverty: 14.4 %
• Multidimensional poverty: 78.9%



Isfahan

• 365 Households
• 2,020 individuals

• Addiction rate 9.9%
• Income poverty:  56.3 %
• Education poverty: 76.2 %
• Housing poverty: 13.9 %
• Multidimensional poverty: 88.9%



Kerman

• 400 Households
• 2,338 individuals

• Addiction rate: 17.54 
• Income poverty:  65.9 %
• Education poverty: 88.0 %
• Housing poverty: 80.0 %
• Multidimensional poverty: 96.7%



Shiraz

• 470 Households
• 2,403 individuals

• Addiction rate: 8.51%
• Income poverty:  28.6 %
• Education poverty: 86.4 %
• Housing poverty: 38.1 %
• Multidimensional poverty: 93%



Income poverty & drug use

• There is a weak correlation between income 
poverty and addiction in the family 

• Between 1- 0  0- 0.3 weak, 0.3 – 0.6 
moderate and above strong (0.12)



Education

• In not free of charge
• Access is hard especially in the camps …  3%
• Stigma and discrimination
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