
“It’s Part of the Job”
Ill-treatment and Torture of 

Vulnerable Groups in Lebanese 
Police Stations



Overview
 Torture research in Lebanon has often 

focused on intelligence agencies
 Report examines ISF, with particular focus 

on groups with precarious status under 
Lebanese law: 
Drug Users: in 2009, more than 2,228 drug 

users arrested 
Sex Workers
LGBT

 Particular focus on Judicial Police (DRB 
unit)



Methodology

 Interview 52 people (incl. 25 women) 
arrested in past 5 years

 Interview with people following release 
(exception of 19 sex workers who were in 
pretrial detention)

 ISF officials, 2 Forensic doctors, lawyers, 
NGOs, Donor reps 



Findings
 Out of 52, 49, reported being beaten, 

threatened or humiliated 
 Most common forms of ill-treatment/ 

torture: 
Beatings, including with sticks, canes, rulers
17 reported being denied food, water, 

medication
9 reported being handcuffed in bathrooms or 

in uncomfortable positions for hours
11 reported that they were forced to listen to 

screams of other detainees



Findings 
 Verbal abuse/humiliation widespread
Gay man asked to do sit ups naked 

(September 2010) 
 Violence mostly for confession, but also 

often used for punishment:
7 detainees: police officer said they wanted to 

“teach them a lesson”
Mother asks police to detain gay son to 

“scare” him out of being gay
 Importance of socioeconomic status



Sexual Abuse

 21 women reported being subject to some 
form of sexual violence: Favors in 
exchange for sex

 Forensic Anal exams
Doctor Syndicate Directive in August 2012 to 

end procedure
Ministry of Justice statement in August 2012 

to public prosecutor 



Due Process Violations
 15 cases in which suspects held for over 

96 hours before appearing before a judge 
(some cases 21 days)

 12 reported requesting a Doctor during 
initial detention but request denied (in only 
4 cases did a Doctor visit individuals in 
detention)

 22 reported being brought before 
investigative judges without presence of 
lawyer



Police stations named in report:  

 Hobeish
 Zahleh
 Jdeideh
 Ouzai
 Saida

 Gemmayze
 Baabda
 Msaitbeh
 Police Intel in Jdeideh
 Baabda Women’s 

Prison



Reasons for Torture

 Inadequate, badly implemented laws 
 Judicial system that emphasizes 

confessions
 Rampant culture of impunity
 Lack of proper oversight mechanisms



Head of Msaitbeh police station 
to HRW researcher: 
“It’s normal for a police officer to slap a 
detainee around – it’s part of the job. You, 
human rights people, turn everything into a 
huge deal” 



People reluctant to complain
 Only 6 out of 49 people who alleged ill-

treatment, filed a complaint
2 of those reported that police officer 

subsequently disciplined
 Lack of trust
 Fear: 12 reported being threatened if they 

complained. Particularly challenging for 
vulnerable groups

 Ineffective defense lawyers 



Laws on Homosexuality, Drug Use, 
and Sex Work 
 1931 law regulating sex work but in 

practice virtually all sex workers vulnerable 
to arrest

 Article 534: “any sexual intercourse 
contrary to the order of nature is 
punishable by up to one year in prison.” 

 Drug laws do not differentiate between 
types of drugs; those selling or “facilitating” 
consumption given harsher sentences



Inadequate Complaints 
Mechanism
 ISF:
General inspectorate
Human rights unit 
Committee to monitor torture

 Lack of judicial oversight
 Investigative judges set aside confessions 

sometimes, but rarely investigate claims
 In only 3 cases, did investigative judge order 

investigation 



ISF Reforms

 Dramatic expansion in last few years
 2008: creation of human rights dept
grossly underfunded/understaffed

 2011: committee to monitor torture
 2011: code of conduct launched 



Recommendations: Lebanon
 Min of Interior
Centralized/accessible/transparent complaints 

mechanism (with complaint number)
Tags to identify ISF members

 Judiciary:
 Investigate allegation of torture
Clearer guidelines on inadmissible confession
 Implementation of judges role under CCP

 Establish independent body to investigate 
allegations of torture



Recommendations: Donors

 More transparent reporting/accountability 
mechanisms to better assess aid 
spending/effectiveness 

 Mechanisms built in to hold ISF to account
Statistics 

 Conditionality of aid 
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