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The resource need 

 
There remains a huge 

funding gap for people 

who inject drugs that 

needs to be filled in 

line with the UNAIDS 

Investment 

Framework. 
 

Source: Schwartländer et al. 

Towards an improved investment 

approach for an effective 

response to HIV/AIDS. Lancet 

2011; 377: 2031–41. 



Estimated spend (2007) 

$160m  

Total for low and middle 
income countries 

 

$12.80 

Annually, per person 
injecting drugs 

 

3 cents  

Daily, per person 
injecting drugs 



Estimated spend by donor (2007)  

 



Global Fund harm reduction 

commitment to date 

• An estimated US$ 595 million has been 

committed for people who inject drugs since 

Round 1 

• 147 grants in 58 countries (plus 1 multi-country 

grant in the Middle East and North Africa) 

• Global Fund remains the leading (in many cases, 

the only) international donor for harm reduction 



Commitments over time 



Harm Reduction in Round 10  

• Dedicated “MARPs Reserve” launched 

• “Harm Reduction Information Note” for applicants 

• Large increase in harm reduction portfolio 

• 14 of the 34 approved                                                              
HIV proposals included                                                                       
harm reduction 

• 1st Global Fund grant for                                             
Malaysia 

• 1st multi-country grant                                                      
for harm reduction 



Optimising the Global Fund NFM  

• Ensuring adequate funds for harm reduction  

– Full GF replenishment is crucial 

– ‘Band 4’ funding allocation 

– Funds for critical enablers and “comprehensive package” 

 

• Prioritising harm reduction in national GF 

programmes 

– GF leadership on harm reduction and human rights 

– Specific work plan for the GF and technical partners on 

harm reduction 

– Engagement in ‘country dialogue’ process 

– Strengthened CCMs 



Threats for harm reduction funding 

• Reduced bilateral commitments in global economic crisis 

• Shift away from funding middle income countries 

• National government unwillingness to invest in harm 

reduction 

• Donor priorities in a post-MDG world 

Strong advocacy 

for harm reduction 

funding 

Strong civil society 

organisations and 

networks 



Most people who inject drugs live in 

middle income countries 

Source: International HIV/AIDS Alliance (2010) HIV, drug use and the Global Fund – don’t stop now 



The vast majority of people living with HIV will be living in middle income countries 

Income category 

Proportion of people living with HIV by country income category, 2000 - 2020  

Source: UNAIDS, IMF 2012 



Major Donor Priorities 2012 



Major Donor priority forecast 2020 



Opportunities and next steps for harm 

reduction sector  

• Optimising the Global Fund NFM 

• Advocacy for increased investment: 

– Coordinated, strategic donor investment  

– National governments, especially in MICs  

• Exploring new funding opportunities  

– E.g. calling for funds to be redirected away 

from drug law enforcement  



Opportunity - changing societies 



Thank you! 


